Regulation and Disease
or two others one and a half years; all the rest were recent additions.
There is therefore no basis in experience for a verdict favorable to bordells on the ground that they conduce to a form of medical inspection that tends to diminish disease. The fact is that, though infection can be lessened by the use of mechanical devices, the recklessness developed in bordells consequent on alcoholic indulgence operates to prevent rather than to encourage precautionary measures. The women never cease to be dangerous ; and as they transact an amount of business impossible outside, the actual amount of infection is enormously increased.
On the medical side, therefore, regulation is even weaker than on the side of order. There is a connection between prostitution and disorder, in such wise that" some sort of po&ce control of disorderly or criminal prostitution might conceivably be a useful way of keeping them in easy reach. Experience proves that the same object can indeed be otherwise attained, and without granting enrolled prostitutes privileges which are themselves damaging to the public and straightway involve the extension of similar privileges to the uncontrolled. But there is still a grain of truth at the bottom, namely, that the low-grade prostitute tends to align herself with crime and for that reason may be properly made a constant object of police surveillance.
It is absurd, however, to infer that machinery devised in the interest of order is equally applicable to sanitation. On the score of order, the police are interested in criminal and semi-criminal prostitutes. The discreet
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